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OUR PARISH VISION

Gabriel announced the coming of Jesus Christ.

The community of Saint Gabriel announces the Good News alive today
through our commitment to be a parish of welcome and hospitality
through the stewardship of our gifts. Through our worship, outreach,
formation, compassion and forgiveness, we are called to pause and
reflect on our relationship with God and one another as we live the
gospel each day of our lives.

Worship and Spirituality

Our spirituality is communal and personal. The celebration of the
Eucharist deepens our spiritual growth and calls us to be a community of
believers who live out our faith. When we gather with each other for
prayer, the presence of Christ comes alive. As we make time to rest and
rejuvenate our lives, our celebrations of word and sacrament strengthen
us to live as a parish community that opens wide the doors for all to
enter.

Education and Formation

We are a pilgrim church-we are constantly developing and finding new
ways of coming closer to the Lord and his people. Growing and maturing
in faith is at the foundation of our mission. The faith formation of our
adult, children and youth, through ongoing education and sacramental
preparation, prepares us for faithful loving, living and service.

Outreach and Community Building

The Lord sent the Holy Spirit upon the apostles to empower them to put
their faith into action. At St. Gabriel, we commit ourselves to both
provide assistance to those in need or crisis, and work to make our world
a more just and peaceful place for all. The gospel mandate to serve
stands as both the foundation and challenge for the actions of our lives.

Hospitality and Community Life

All are welcome at St. Gabriel and are expected to become active and
participating members of the community. The bonds of love and
friendship that we forge with one another carry out the gospel mandate
to love. The call to full and active participation in the life of the parish is
at the foundation of our life as a community of faith.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PARISH

(We've only been around 13 years...)

In 1997, with the expansion of western Chesterfield County and with the large number of families
attending neighboring parishes, a plan was developed to open a new parish in this part of the county.
Bishop Walter Sullivan chose Fr. John DeGiorgio, who was at the time the pastor of Redeemer Catholic
Church in Mechanicsville, to start this new parish. Fr. John had just finished a building drive for the new
Worship Space at Redeemer. He met with a small group of Epiphany and St. Edward families who were

eager to build a Catholic Church right in their own backyard.

Masses started at Clover Hill Elementary during the summer 1997 with about 600 families at the
newly formed parish. The name of the parish was chosen by our parishioners at that time. Bishop
Sullivan had wanted to honor the three Archangels by naming parishes after them. St. Michael’s was
already taken by the parish in Glen Allen. Our parish selected Saint Gabriel from the remaining choices of

Raphael and Gabriel. The parish moved to its present location in June of 2002.

Fr. Pasquale (Pat) Apuzzo came to the parish as administrator during Advent of 2002. He became
the pastor in March of 2003. Shortly after that, the parish began the process of establishing its
commitment to whole community catechesis. In June of 2006, the parish dedicated its Prayer Memorial
Garden in front of the church. In September of 2006, the offices were moved from their previous location
on Route 360 near the Chesterfield Berry Farm, to the present onsite location behind the church. In
November of that same year, the parish joined in celebrating Fr. Pat’s 30" anniversary of ordination. As
the result of a parishioner’s gift, the parish installed a children’s playground in the summer of 2007. In
the fall of 2007, the parish moved toward a Third-World twinning venture with leadership gatherings with
a pastor from the Diocese of Hinche in Haiti. In 2009, Fr. Pat began celebrating monthly Masses in

Spanish for a developing Hispanic community in nearby Amelia County.

As the result of diocesan pastoral planning, in 2009, Saint Gabriel Parish clustered with Good
Samaritan Parish, a small parish to the west. In March of 2010, Bishop DiLorenzo assigned Fr. Pat as

pastor of Good Samaritan in addition to Saint Gabriel.
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PARISH OPERATIONS

HOw TO CONTACT THE OFFICE AND STAFF

St. Gabriel Catholic Church facilities are located in the Western end of Chesterfield County. The
main facility contains the Commons, Worship Space, Blessed Sacrament Chapel, Sacristy,
Resource Library and Kitchen. The office facility is located behind the main facility to the left
and contains the Parish Offices and Youth Center.

Our mailing address for both is:
8901 Winterpock Road
Chesterfield, VA 23832

Our Phone number is: (804) 639-6712
Our Fax number is: (804) 639-6591
Our web address is:  www.saintgabriel.org

The staff can be reached at the above numbers or through their e-mail addresses:

Fr. Pat Apuzzo
ST (0] papuzzo@saintgabriel.org

Therese Venti
Business Manager ........ccovvvrvrniinninnnnnnnsr e therese.venti@saintgabriel.org

Lisa Gorton
Minister for Adult Formation........coveviiviiiiiiveneiiinenen, lisa.gorton@saintgabriel.org

Richard Maume
Minister for Children’s and Youth
(501 017> (0] o richard.maume@saintgabriel.org

Jacqueline Maume
Bookkeeper & Data Technology........cc.c.e...... jacqgueline.maume@saintgabriel.org

Elena Varela
Receptionist.......coovvuiiiiiiiiii e elena.varela@saintgabriel.org

-To Table of Contents-



http://www.saintgabriel.org/
mailto:papuzzo@saintgabriel.org
mailto:maggie.martino@saintgabriel.org
mailto:lisa.gorton@saintgabriel.org
mailto:richard.maume@saintgabriel.org
mailto:jacqueline.maume@saintgabriel.org
mailto:elana.somebody@saintgabriel.org

PARISH LEADERSHIP GROUPS AND OVERSIGHT TEAMS

For current contact information, please call the parish office at 639-6712

Pastoral Consulters (Pastoral Council).........ccueviiiiiiiiiiiiii e Laura Lincoln
FINANCE COUNCGIl ........coveiiii s Terry Bowes
Stewardship Team.............oooi i Andy Kohut
Fiscal Planning and Development Team.................cccoiiiiii i ee e Jim Yosh
YOULh AdVISOIS ... e e r e Ryan Ligon
Adult Formation Team.............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii s Lois Miles
Children and Youth Formation Team................oooviiiiiiiii i, (contact vacant)
Christian Care Team.............coooiiiiiiiiii e Emily Garofalo
Social JUSHICE T@AM........cccvuiiiiiiii s Karen Curtis
Prayer Leader T@aAM ..........coouuiiiiiiiiiiciiii e eeree e e e e s e e ren e s e s rnne e e e ernnaeeenes Carolyn Risco
Social Events Team ............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiii s Heidi Daniels
Third-World TWInNNIing Te@am ... e Maggie Martino
Military Outreach Team (SOS Support Our Service Members)................. Mike and Deb Miles
Hispanic Ministry Team ... (contact vacant)
Young Adult Activities Team...............cooveiiiiiiiii e (contact vacant)
Older Adult Activities Te@am ............ccooviiiiiiiiii e (contact vacant)
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MASS SCHEDULES

The Mass schedule is as follows:

Saturday Evening ................. 5:30 pm
(4:00 pm Good Samaritan, Amelia — English Mass)

Sunday Morning ..........cee.eee.. 9:00 am & 11:00 am
(4:00 pm Good Samaritan, Amelia — Spanish Mass)

Wednesday Morning............. 9:00 am

Please Note: Holy Day Masses are celebrated at 10:30 am and 7:30 pm unless
otherwise noted in the bulletin.

PARISH COMMUNICATION

St. Gabriel’s offers a variety of ways for you to find out the information you need
regarding parish events or issues.

The bulletin — Available after each of the weekend Masses and on our website.

Our website — especially the parish calendar at

http://www.saintgabriel.org/calendar/main.php can help you find the event you are
looking for.

Video announcements — In the commons (near the kitchen) a continuous stream of
video billboards help remind our parishioners of upcoming events or issues.

Mass e-mails to the entire parish — are used to communicate our weekly calendar,
last minute events (i.e. funerals or event cancellations), to highlight other important
matters going on the parish, etc. Please make sure the parish office has your current
e-mail address. (Go here to submit it:

http://www.saintgabriel.org/email forms/email submit.htm).

U.S. Mail — Used primarily for those parishioners without e-mail and for certain
personal or special communications.

Facebook — “Friends of St. Gabriel’s (Chesterfield, VA)” Group and “StGabriel Youth-
Ministry” Group
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HOW TO REGISTER IN THE PARISH
Registration is done at our Newcomers assemblies. The assemblies are held
periodically at the church. Our parish family is interested in getting to know your family
and our Newcomers assemblies are designed with that in mind. We'll share a meal and
conversation in order for us to learn more about you and we'll have plenty of information
available so you can learn more about our parish family. Of course, there’ll be plenty of

people on hand in case you have any questions about the many facets of St. Gabriel’s.

Here’s how to register for a Newcomers Assembly:

e Register online at www.saintgabriel.org by clicking on “Newcomers Registration

Form”.
e (Call the parish office at 639-6712.

¢ Fill out a Newcomer’s card at the Welcome Table in the commons of the church and
drop it in the “office” mailbox located at the Welcome Table.

When is the next Newcomers Assembly?

Please check the parish bulletin, our website calendar or the online registration form for

Newcomers assemblies on the parish website — www.saintgabriel.org
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STEWARDSHIP: TIME, TALENT & MONEY

Stewardship is a way of life for the people of Saint Gabriel Parish. We invite each household to
dedicate a sacrificial portion of their resources of time, talent and money to share in sustaining
the ministries and mission of the parish community. Stewardship commitment forms are
available through the parish office or on our website. We provide each household, on a monthly
basis, regular offertory and building fund — debt reduction envelopes. Please use them regularly
and consistently - with a separate check for your weekly contribution and for your building fund
- debt reduction contribution. Our newest means for making your contribution is “E-Giving”. E-
Giving (or electronic giving) allows you make your contribution with ease online. Just look for
the E-Giving logo on the front page of our website at www.saintgabriel.org. If you have any
questions please call the parish office at 639-6712.

MANNA

The Manna Program is a fundraising program for the parish. It allows you to purchase gift
cards, at face value, for restaurants, gas stations, home improvement stores and many other
retailers while the vendor gives a percentage back to the parish. You may purchase your Manna
Cards at the Manna Table in the Commons after any of the weekend Masses. Special orders for
cards we do not normally keep in stock may also be placed at the Manna Table. Visit
www.glscrip.com for a complete list of retailers.

MEMORIAL PRAYER GARDEN

In front of the church building, a special place to relax, to visit, to pray, to reflect and to
remember loved ones, living and deceased... for information about ordering Memorial Bricks or
other memorial items, please call the parish office (804-639-6712). See our website for a list of
memorials: Prayer Garden Memorials.

ARMED SERVICES MEMORIAL FLAG AND MONUMENT

Soon to be located at the corner adjacent to the Winterpock and Bethia entry ways, this
memorial monument to the five branches of military services (Army, Air Force, Marine Corps,
Navy and Coast Guard) will consist of a permanently displayed American Flag and a monument
containing memorials to members of the armed services, living and deceased... for information
on ordering memorial plaques, please call the parish office (804-639-6712).
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FAITH FORMATION

AN OVERVIEW OF WHOLE COMMUNITY CATECHESIS

Whole community catechesis is a new framework or model for catechesis that involves the
whole community. The idea is drawn from the way Jesus taught, the teachings of Vatican II,
and the General Directory for Catechesis. It links liturgy, catechesis, and social action; making
Christ the center of our lives and focusing on forming households of faith. Whole community
catechesis starts with the premise that faith formation is part and parcel of being Christian and
that ongoing conversion is necessary for maturing, healthy individuals and communities. It
recognizes that the most effective faith formation is to put our faith into action as a way of life.

Community: Whole community catechesis places formation of Christian adults as the
centerpiece of catechesis. It recognizes that mature Christian adults are needed to hand down
the faith to the younger members of the parish. But adults also learn from “the mouths of
babes” and so when we gather it is multigenerational. This new framework allows for
involvement by the whole parish in sharing faith and acting for God's justice. The Sunday liturgy
is the source and summit of all we do and so whole community catechesis draws on that model
by bringing the whole parish together in various activities. Adults and children of all ages share
faith, an experience that helps us all to become disciples.

Creating Households of Faith: In this model, the household is not separate from the
church house. Eucharist (sharing meals), reconciliation (forgiveness) and initiation (welcoming
and maturing) are also practiced in our homes. It is in our homes that the Sacraments of the
church become united to the everyday sacramental moments in our lives. At the end of liturgy
each week, we are sent out to create households of faith and to participate in creation of the
kingdom. The parish provides a center for pastoral care, for movements for justice and peace,
and for personal spiritual growth.

Conversion and Integration: The focus on whole community catechesis is finding ways to
meet Jesus and allowing the Spirit to convert us again each day. We encounter Jesus not just at
the church, but in our homes, at work and in our neighborhoods. Whole community catechesis
goes beyond information and routines, it teaches a way of life, a life of Christian discipleship.
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SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION

RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is the process for those who have not been
baptized to become Catholic. Begins with inquiry in October and culminates in the Sacraments of
initiation at the Easter Vigil.

Rite of Full Reception — Offered year-round, this Rite is for persons already baptized in another
Christian tradition who are seeking reception into the Catholic Church. This rite is also for Catholics
who need to complete their sacraments of initiation (Confirmation, First Eucharist).

Baptism - A Baptism Preparation session is offered throughout the year and required when planning for
the sacrament of Baptism for your child/children. Parents reflect on the history and theology of Baptism
and what it means to raise a child to follow Christ as a Roman Catholic. We encourage parents to attend a
session well in advance of a preferred date for Baptism. Please contact the office for the available dates for
both the sessions and for the Sacrament of Baptism.

1° Reconcilation and 1% Eucharist — There is two-year preparation period for the
Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Eucharist.

o 1% Reconciliation - Children in their first year of preparation, usually in second grade,
attend the 2-3 GLADs, Feasts, and the 1% Reconcilation sessions which focus on
preparing for the sacrament. Like the GLAD assemblies, one parent must attend.

e 1% Eucharist - Children in their second year of sacramental preparation, usually in
third grade, attend 2-3 GLADs, Feasts as well as the 1* Eucharist sessions. Like the
GLAD assemblies, one parent must attend.

Confirmation — The preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation is nhow a one year process
which occurs in the 10" grade. The sacrament is then celebrated in spring of their sophomore
year. 11" or 12" graders who have not started preparation are welcome to join us for
Confirmation preparation. Confirmation candidates need to attend the Confirmation
assemblies, FEASTs, GLADs and Youth Mass

Marriage — Weddings cannot be scheduled before a couple meets with the pastor. Couples should
contact the parish office for an appointment at least one year in advance of their proposed wedding.

Holy Orders — Young women or men who are interested in dedicating their life to religious life
should contact Fr. Pat through the parish office.

Anointing of the Sick - This sacrament is best celebrated outside a hospital setting. It takes
place with the assembly at Mass (periodically), in the chapel, before or after Mass, or at home.
Contact the parish office for arrangements or, in an emergency, call the office number (639-
6712) after hours for the emergency number.

-To Table of Contents-
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CHILDREN FORMATION

Children Formation (PreK- 5" Grade) - GLADs (Grade Level Assembly Days) GLADs,
also known as faith formation, are assemblies that are the backbone of Saint Gabriel’s religious
instruction for children. They are held once a month. One parent needs to attend each
GLAD with his/her child.

e PreK— 1% Grade GLADs - Pre-school (ages 3-4), Kindergarten, and 1% Grades
formation for our younger parishioners. Please check the website or bulletin for times &
dates.

o 2", 3"Grade GLADs - In addition to preparing for the Sacraments of 1% Reconciliation
and 1% Eucharist our 2™ and 3™ graders are given basic Catholic concepts at these
assemblies. Again, please check the website or bulletin for times and dates.

e 4™ and 5™ —"Club 4/5" - 4" and 5" graders have their own religious education
program. There is also a social component as well as the introduction of social justice
with activities to help develop strong Catholic friendships and faith. Again, please check
the website or bulletin for times and dates.

e Club 4/5 is the only group of children who do not require a parent to be present for
their faith formation.

e FEAST - Please see a description under “Adult Formation” for this aspect of children’s
formation.

To Table of Contents-
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YOUTH FORMATION
Middle School (Grades 6-8)

GLADs — Grade Level Assembly Days (GLADs) in combination with the FEASTs and
Youth Masses are the basis for religious formation for those in grades 6™ — 8", The
GLADs are regular faith formation but done creatively. Check the website or bulletin for
upcoming times and dates.

FEAST - Please see the description under “Adult Formation” for this important aspect of
religious formation for the Middle school youth.

Youth Mass — A mass designed by and for our youth. The Youth mass will directly
follow the Middle School GLAD each month

High School (Grades 9-12)

GLADs — Grade Level Assembly Days (GLADs) in combination with the FEASTs and
Youth Masses are the basis for religious formation for those in grades 9" — 12" The
GLADs are regular faith formation but done creatively. Check the website or bulletin for
upcoming times and dates.

FEAST — Please see the description under “Adult Formation” for this important aspect of
religious formation for the Middle school youth.

Youth Mass — A mass designed by and for our youth. The Youth mass will be directly
before each High School GLAD each month.

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES SPECIFIC TO YOUTH
St. Anthony’s Bread (Monthly) — Youth make bag lunches for the poor.
Community Chests (Monthly) — Building dressers to benefit the CARITAS Furniture Bank.

1.
2.
3.

WorkCamp — Summer week-long program where youth repair homes of the working poor in
Petersburg.

CCHASM Thanksgiving Collection — Food is collected and repacked for distribution during the
holiday season.

CARITAS Youth Night — Set up, food serving, and visiting for (with) our guests from CARITAS. Usually
held on the 1% Saturday night our guests are with us.

Please note: Youth are able and welcome to do most ministries in the parish. Please check with Richard
Maume or the parish office if you have any questions.

-To Table of Contents-
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ADULT FORMATION

FEAST - The Feast is a series of multi-generational gatherings, held throughout the year
based on the model of whole community catechesis. Parishioners of all ages enjoy a meal
together, prayer, reflection, presentations, music and faith sharing at each Feast. You have
three opportunities to attend the Feast: Sunday, 2 p.m. or 5 p.m., or Monday 6:30 p.m.
Nursery is available at the Sunday Feasts. Please sign-up at the Adult Formation Table prior
to a Feast, or on the web at www.saintgabriel.org. Just click on the Feast icon. There is
no cost to attend, but we ask you to sign-up to ensure we have enough food for all; and we
do ask for donations to cover food costs. The Feast is a central element of formation for
adults, teens and children in the Parish. There are sign-in sheets at the entrance to the
Feast to record attendance for children and youth.

Water’s Edge Retreat — Please consider giving yourself a gift that will be memorable and
meaningful, the gift of attending the Water’s Edge Retreat. The retreat begins on a Friday
night at 7 p.m. until 9 p.m. It resumes again Saturday morning at 8:30 a.m. until after
dinner. It is close to home and you are able to be at home Friday night instead of being far
away. Itis a short but powerful retreat. The timing to attend is never right for a busy
society, but God'’s timing is always right for us. Is He calling you to attend? Sign-up at the
Adult Formation Table prior to the retreat or register online at www.saintgabriel.org.

WINGS - Women in God's Spirit is a spirituality group that helps one grow spiritually
through study, prayer and fellowship with women of faith. Meeting every Wednesday
morning throughout the year (except through the summer), the gathering begins with
fellowship at 9:30 a.m. and concludes in small group prayer at 11:30 a.m. Childcare is
available in the nursery and registration begins in early September but you can join at any
time. Experience the power of God and be lifted by WINGS.

GIFTS - Growing in Faith Together Spiritually is a women’s evening spirituality group that
meets once a month on Thursday evenings from 7 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. Registration begins in
early September but you can join at any time.

Fishermen - A spirituality group just for men meeting on Tuesday evenings at 7:45 p.m. in
the Commons. Take some time to focus on your faith formation and strengthen the ties
right here in your community. Registration begins in early September but you can join at
any time.

Date Night - The Marriage Ministry presents Date Night to engaged and married couples
who want to strengthen their commitment to one another. If you have only been together
for a few months or a few decades, Date Night is designed to support the continual growth
of your relationship. This monthly opportunity to enrich your marriage starts in September
following the 5:30 p.m. Saturday Mass. Stay in the worship space after Mass for a brief
introduction of a topic for your date and receive a “secret” envelope for each of you with a
suggestion of something special to do during the month for your spouse. Professional
childcare will be available following the Mass until 9:30 p.m. Your child will receive a meal,
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there will be activities and games for them to participate in and a completed craft you can
bring home to display on the fridge or in a similar place of honor. Sign-ups for childcare are
offered in August and January.

Christian Living Series — This Thursday night series beginning in September, focuses on
different aspects of Christian living - taking a closer look at integrating spirituality into our
daily lives. The evening begins with benediction and a prayerful devotion at 6:30 p.m.,
followed by a meal and fellowship. Then our featured speaker presents the topic for the
evening. You do need to sign up for the series at the Adult Formation Table or on the
website so we know how much food to prepare.

Lenten Series — Counterpart to the Christian Living Series, this Friday night series is
offered weekly throughout the Lenten season. The evening begins at 6:30 p.m. with the
Stations of the Cross, followed by a modest Lenten meal. A speaker will follow, presenting a
topic open for questions and discussion. You do need to sign up for the series at the Adult
Formation Table or on the website so we know how much food to prepare.

Bible Studies - Exploring the Bible can be a rich experience, but daunting to do on your
own. We offer four opportunities to break open the scripture dependent on your interest
and schedule. The studies meet in the nursery, located to the right of the worship space.
Contact the parish office if you are interested in attending.

o Monday evenings, 7 — 8:30 p.m. — Provides tools for going deeper into scripture
o Tuesday mornings, 9:30 — 11:30 a.m. — More academic approach
o Tuesday evenings, 7 — 8:30 p.m. — Prayerful study of stories of the bible

o Friday mornings, 9:15 — 11 a.m. — Introductory level study

Sabbath Sunday — One Sunday a month our parish stops all activity outside of the liturgy
to give the community an opportunity to observe the Sabbath within each household.
Sabbath is, in essence, a gift of time... where we commit to stepping off the treadmill and
practice simple presence to one another and to our God. To help your household make
Sabbath a part of your life, check your email for a monthly Sabbath preparation from St.
Gabriel’s. Containing insights and ideas from fellow parishioners, these reflections focus on
how to observe the Sabbath and practice this gift of God’s presence in your life.

Parent Life — How deeply is a teenager influenced by a parent’s spiritual example? What
role should parents have within the spirituality of their youth? Offered four times a year
during the Middle and High School GLADS, Parent Life will give parent hints on how to share
about their spiritual relationship with God with their youth, making faith relevant, give ideas
for family prayer, and much more.

DVD/Book Series — Offered periodically throughout the year, these 2-3 week series will
explore a book or DVD title focused on increasing our knowledge of our faith, opening up
opportunities for discussion as well. Watch the bulletin and email reminders for upcoming
dates and times.

~ 14 ~



¢ Newcomer’s Assembly — We invite newcomers — adults and children — to meet the
pastor, staff and parishioner leaders around a meal, conversation and prayer. It's a time for
new households to get acquainted with our vision, goals and resources as a faith
community. Our online registration form will provide the dates for the next two Newcomer
Assemblies.

RESOURCE LIBRARY

Open when the building is, the Adult Resource Library in the Commons was created to enhance
your faith formation. With books ranging from spirituality to biographies, from the bible, to
parenting and so much more, you are sure to find something that will help you in your spiritual
growth. Books are on loan until you can return them, but we ask that you check them out
using the index cards located within each title. For more information, contact the office (804-
639-6712).

-To Table of Contents-
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PARISH MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

(For further information on any of these ministries, please contact the parish office at 639-6712)

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME AND TALENT

We encourage parishioners to review this list of ministry opportunities in light of abilities, talents
and gifts that God has entrusted to them. Then, from the time that God also provides, to set
apart a portion of time to devote to a ministry where they can serve with their time and talent.

ADMINISTRATION

Prayer Garden Crew — This crew cares for the Prayer Garden in the front of the church, with
different tasks at different times of the year, including planting, trimming, mulching and
watering.

Grounds Care and Maintenance — This team cares for the lawns, bushes, trees and general
grounds around the parish building sites including, at various times of the year, mowing,
trimming, mulching, fertilizing and watering.

Simple Repairs — Individuals to help maintain our buildings and facilities that can involve
painting, touch up and a variety of minor repairs.
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HISPANIC MINISTRY (AMELIA)

These are newly developing ministry opportunities with the Hispanic Community in our new
sister parish of Good Samaritan in Amelia. They can include involvement in areas such as
religious formation, sacramental preparation, social events, worship and others.

Assist with children and youth - Individuals help in various programs with the children and
youth in the Hispanic community in Amelia.

Assist with adults — Individuals help in various programs with the adults in the Hispanic
community in the Hispanic community in Amelia.

Assist with liturgy and prayer — Individuals help with Spanish language Mass and other
forms of liturgy and prayer services in the Hispanic community in Amelia.

Assist with translation — Individuals help with communication during Mass and other
activities and programs in the Hispanic community in Amelia.
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WORSHIP/LITURGY

Minister of Hospitality — Adults and youth greet parishioners before and after Mass, provide
materials and give assistance with activities in the Commons.

Usher — Adults and older youth assist parishioners with seating and other needs and help
provide a friendly, reverent and orderly atmosphere in the worship space for Mass.

Minister of Communion — Distribute the Eucharistic bread and wine at Liturgy. Training
provided and ongoing formation encouraged for all who are a part of this ministry -
opportunities are provided throughout the year.

Communion Assistant - Boy/girls hold the Communion bread plates at Mass.
Minister of the Word (Lectors) - Proclaim the scriptures at Mass and other liturgies.
Children’s liturgy - Adults/teens provide age-appropriate Liturgy of the Word at Mass.
Choir - Adults enhance the sung prayer of the assembly at Mass and other liturgies.

Other Choirs - Includes Cherub Choir for Pre-K through 1% grade, Seraphim Choir for grades
2-8, and Youth Mass vocalists.

Instrumentalist - Adults/Teens to accompany the sung prayer of the assembly at Mass and
other liturgies.

Mass Server - Boys/girls assist the priest and assembly at Mass.

Liturgy Environment - Help create a prayerful environment in worship space and assist with
seasonal décor in Commons... including linens, flowers and various element to create the
environment.

Nursery Assistant - Adults/teens assist nursery staff during liturgies and other events.
Bread Bakers - Bake the Communion bread for Mass.

Linen & Vestment Laundering - A team takes turns laundering purificators, altar cloths and
washable vestments.

-To Table of Contents-
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ADULT FORMATION

Newcomer Team Member - Assist with greeting and facilitating during newcomer orientation
assemblies.

Feast Food Team Member - Pick up, heat, serve and clean-up meals for Feasts.

Feast Set-Up Team Member - Help dismantle worship space, move back altar and
reconfigure music platform, along with set up of tables and chairs for Feast on Sunday after last
mass.

Baptism Preparation Team Member - Help parents prepare for baptism of their children,
and facilitate the baptism liturgy.

RCIA/Candidate Program Team Member - Work with those preparing for full initiation into
the Catholic Church.

RCIA/Candidate Sponsor - Help to mentor and walk with the catechumen (not baptized) or
candidate (already baptized) on their path to joining the Catholic Church.

Spiritual Gifts Ministry - Join this new ministry presenting the Spiritual Gifts Inventory and
discernment process to the community.
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YOUTH FORMATION AND MINISTRY

Middle School GLAD Planning Team - Adults/teens plan the format and events for Middle
School GLADs.

High School GLAD Planning Team - Adults/teens plan the format and events for High
School GLADs.

Middle School GLAD Facilitator - Adults facilitate a small group of Middle School students
monthly.

High School GLAD Facilitator - Adults facilitate a small group of High School students
monthly.

Confirmation Team Adult or Peer - Adults and recently confirmed teens assist with
Confirmation formation.

Middles School Feast Facilitator - Assist as lead catechists for MS breakout sessions during
the Feast.

-To Table of Contents-
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CHILDREN FORMATION

GLAD PreK-K-1 Planning Team - Adults plan and coordinate activities for the monthly
GLADs.

GLAD PreK-K-1 Facilitator - Adults assist parent/child small group activities at the GLADs.

GLAD 2-3 Planning Team Member - Adults plan and coordinate activities for the monthly
GLADs.

GLAD 2-3 Facilitator - Adults assist parent/child small group activities at the GLADs.

CLUB 4 & 5 Planning Team Member - Adults plan and coordinate activities for the monthly
GLADs.

CLUB 4 & 5 Facilitator - Adults assist parent/child small group activities at the GLADs.

Pre-K thru 5 Feast Facilitator - Assist as lead catechists for breakout sessions during the
Feast.

1st Eucharist/1st Reconciliation Team - Assist parents/children preparing for these
sacraments.
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CHRISTIAN CARE

Crisis Companion - Provide a caring listening presence to those in temporary crisis situations.
Grief Companion - Provide a supportive presence for those mourning the loss of a loved one.
Funeral Ministry - Set up and serve refreshment and food at funeral receptions.
Homebound Visits - Visit and bring communion to homebound parishioners.

Hospital Visits - Visit and bring communion to those hospitalized in St. Francis or Johnston-
Willis and bring communion, on a request basis, to St. Gabriel parishioners in nearby hospitals.

Provide Meals - Cook and deliver a meal for a family experiencing a difficult time.
Respite Assistance to Caregivers - Provide caregivers time to rest and relax.

Transportation Assistance - Transport parishioners to appointments, drug store, etc. in
times of need.

-To Table of Contents-
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SOCIAL JUSTICE

SOS - Support Our Service Members — Provide physical and spiritual assistance to parish
related service men and women and their families.

Crisis Pregnancy Center - Collect baby goods and raise funds through the Walk for Life.
Elder Homes - Help the elderly with minor construction and yard work.

Food Weekend - Assist with monthly parish food collection and delivery to the community &
parish.

Food Pantry - Assist with storage and distribution of food to the needy.

Third-World Twinning and Outreach - Assist in fostering and sustaining relationships with
third-world parish communities.

Prison Ministry - Perform outreach to prison inmates and their families.

Respect Life Projects - Provide information, resources and coordination of projects to
encourage parishioner participation in different areas of respect life.

Richmond Friends of the Homeless - Prepare, deliver and serve a hot lunch to the
homeless monthly.

St. Francis Home - Plan activities and parties for residents of this adult home.

St. Joseph’s Villa - Plan and take part in activities for formerly homeless and/or abused
mothers/children.

St. Peter’'s Luncheon - Serve a hot lunch to the homeless and low income workers.

ADDITIONAL SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES — Volunteers are requested for
these opportunities at times close to when these opportunities occur.

St. Anthony’s Bread - Prepare and deliver bag lunches to Richmond Friends of the
Homeless monthly. Mo need to volunteer in advance, just come and help when the
preparation day and time is announced.

Community Chests - Youth building and delivering dressers to Caritas Furniture Bank.
Caritas — Assist in providing shelter, meals, showers, laundry assistance to the
homeless in our parish facilities several times during the year.
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COMMUNITY LIFE

Social Events Team - This team will do event planning in the parish for St. Gabriel Day, Mardi
Gras Party, Marriage Fest and Christmas Party just to name a few.

Kitchen and Reception Team - Plan and coordinate parish receptions.
Communication Team — Plan and manage parish announcements and communications.
Photography/Videography - Take photos or make videos at major parish events.

Young Adult Activities — Join with young adults in the parish to plan and take part in various
events and activities geared to young adults.

Older Adult Activities - Join with older adults in the parish to plan and take part in various
events and activities geared to older adults.
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APPENDICES

PARISH POLICIES

Ministry with the Sick or the Bereaved — We ask that parishioners inform the parish when
they are aware of a parishioner who is sick, or of the death of a parishioner. However,
parishioners should not request assistance or services except for themselves or members of
their own family. There is in the Commons area a “Book of the Sick” where parishioners can
record the names of the sick and, with the permission of the sick, indicate the desire for a
prayer shawl or a card.

Inclement Weather Policy - We do not follow school closings, or those of any other
institutions, for bad weather conditions. We make those decisions on a per-event basis and
according to the most current weather conditions. You can check our website for cancellations
of large events like Masses, the FEAST, Christian Formation sessions, or for office closings. We
will also announce such cancellations or closings on our telephone message (804-639-6712)
and by parish-wide emails.

Parish Facility Availability — The parish space can be made available for the private use of
our parishioners (i.e. recitals, anniversary celebrations, etc.) on a case-by-case basis. A deposit
is required. Please check with the office on the availability of the space.

Parking Restrictions - Parking is not allowed at any time on either side of Winterpock Road
or on either side of Bethia Road. The Chesterfield County Police have notified us that cars
parked in any of these locations can be ticketed and/or towed.

Photo Publication — From time to time, the parish will publish in printed materials, on our
website or in/through other modes of parish communication photographs containing pictures of
parishioners. If you do not wish your picture ever to be published, please contact the parish
office to inform us of your wishes.
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 7 ST. GABRIEL COUNCIL 13170

The Knights of Columbus were founded on the four pillars of charity, unity, fraternity and
patriotism. Building on those four pillars, we have a council of very involved Knights. The St.
Gabriel’s Knights of Columbus are active in their support of the following areas:

In the Parish — Financial assistance to parish projects, particularly youth, children and
social outreach; financial assistance for building debt reduction and hands on assistance
for various parish projects and events.

Social Concerns — KOVAR, Transformation Retreats, Noah’s Children, AIDS Ministry,
Prison Ministry and emergency needs as they arise in our community.
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Respect Life Advocacy - March for Life, Pregnancy Resource Center and all ministries
that respect the dignity of the human person.

If you are interested in becoming a Knight, you may approach any Knight (wearing a blue name
tag). The Knights are looking for Catholic Men 18+ who wish to deepen their faith and their ties
within the St. Gabriel community. Website: St. Gabriel Council 13170
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VIRGINIA CATHOLIC CONFERENCE

The Virginia Catholic Conference represents the public-policy interests of the Commonwealth's
Catholic bishops and their two dioceses. On behalf of Bishop Francis DiLorenzo (Diocese of
Richmond) and Bishop Paul Loverde (Diocese of Arlington) the Conference engages in advocacy
on respect-life, social justice, and education issues through contacts with state and federal
lawmakers, grassroots advocates, and media outlets. Website: VA Catholic Conference

e RespectLif e initiatives seek to protect human life and dignity in every stage
of development and circumstance.

e Social Justice initiatives give first claim to the rights and needs of the
poorest and most vulnerable members of the human family.

e Education and Family Li fe initiatives support the fundamental family unit
and provide basic services to children who attend nonpublic schools
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